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real Battle of Cantigny had secretly begun many days before.
Airplane observation and counter battery work had been
carefully and expertly used to locate every German battery
within the area. Machine-gun nests and every enemy posi-
tion which housed weapons of any caliber had been spotted.
In the meantime a mass of French artillery—almost un-
paralleled for a single regimental front—had been massed
under cover of darkness and perfectly camouflaged. Ammu-
nition had been brought and likewise hidden. The troops
assigned to make the assault had been carefully trained and
lectured on the vital character of the occasion.
At 5:45 a.m. everything was ready. Everywhere back of
the line there were guns ready to fire and heaps of ammuni-
tion to feed them. Many of the guns had been moved into
position that night.
To refer to "War Department data of this date, there were
132 of the famous little 75*5 (three-inch), capable of rapid-
fire action. There were 36 of the larger 155'$ (six-inch).
There were 178 more heavy guns and howitzers of various
types, and 40 trench mortars—a total of 386 cannon of all
calibers ready to cut loose at the signal.
All these guns opened up at about the same moment. The
little 75?s, firing as fast as their crews could pop shells into
them and extract the cases, lined up a neat barrage ahead of
the moving infantry. The other guns had their firing posi-
tions.
One battery was devoting its attention to a German
battery previously spotted and others had similar assign-
ments. Virtually every battery and every weapon the Ger-
mans had in the entire area was under a rain of steel and
gas. Gas was fired at intervals according to orders, alter-
nated with the high explosives. German gun crews could
do little except clamp on their gas masks and stay in the

